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kinds. He records that "Woollen blankets are (of ten kinds):
Kambala (a coarse blanket) Kauchapaka (usually worn by cowherds),
Kularnitika (head-dress), Suamitika (hustings spread over the back of
a bullock), Turagdstamna (hustings spread over the back of a horse),
Var-naka (a coloured blanket), TalicJwhhaka (a blanket or bed-sheet),
Varavana (a coat), Paristoma (a large blanket or hustings) and
SaMantabhadraka (hustings spread over the back of an elephant)."1
Of these "that which is slippery (picliclihila) as a wet surface,
possessed of fine hair and soft is the best," Then he describes types
of other fabrics. "That which is manufactured in the country of
Vaiiga (Vahgaka) is a white and soft fabric (clukula); that of Pandya
manufacture (Paimdraka) is black and as soft as the surface of a
gem; and that which is the product of the country, Suvarna'kudya
is as red as the sun, as soft as the surface of the gem, woven while
the threads are very wet, and of uniform (caturasra) or mixed
texture (vt/amismvana)". Moreover there were various types of such
cloth: single, half, double, treble, and quadruple garments are
varieties of the same. "The above", says Kautalya, "will explain
other kinds of fabrics such as ICu&ika, Benares products, and
Kscnima (coarse) which is manufactured In Paiidya (Paundraka)".
He refers to fibrous garments such as u Mdgadhika (product of the
Magadha country), Paundraka and Sfrnvarmtkiidyaka."1 It may be
noticed that these references to several countries reveals the centres
where all these types of woollen and fibrous cloth were manufactured.

Besides these mention is also made of Kauseya or silk cloth and
Cina-patta'ka or fabrics of Chinese manufacture. Dealing with
cotton cloth he states that those of Madhura (southern), A.paranta
(western parts), of Kalinga, Kasi, Vaiiga, Vatsa (Kausamhi) and of
Mahlsa (Ma-hismati) were the best.3

2.   Costume

Sculptures especially from Gandhara and the neighbourhood of
Mathura throw some light on the costume worn in pre-Gupta times,
From the Gandhara sculptures of the north-west we learn that the
people wore the typical Indian dhoti9 dupaUa and turban, while the
alien dress like the tunic, trousers, armours, high-boots and cap,
were all generally worn by the inhabitants of the Punjab, the North-
Western Provinces and Afghanistan. The origin of this costume has
been traced to Central A.sia and Iran. The wealthy people appear tc

1 Kautalya, Art1ta$Sstrat Bk II, Ch. XI, p.
3 Ibid., p. 83.